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The MISSION of The Merchant Navy Association is to bring all serving and retired Seafarers together in a spirit of
companionship, consideration and commitment towards a united lobby for the Community of the Sea
Hi Shipmates,
Please find below more snippets of information since circular #2018-13 was published 16th July 2018.
My thanks to MNA National Secretary, Pete Sinke’s daily publication “Maasmond Maritime - Shipping News
Clippings”, Lloyds List, gCaptain, Maritime London, Flashlight and many others from the T’internet, not
forgetting the items sent in by Readers and any other source I can access.
MNA National Contact Points
National Secretary, Nigel Whitaker 51 Penswick Avenue, Thornton-Cleveleys, LANCASHIRE, FY5 3BH
Email : mna.nat.sec@gmail.com Tel: 01253 824349
Welfare & Events, Tim Brant, 9 Saxon Way, Caistor, MARKET RASEN, LN7 6SG
Tel: 01472 85 11 30, Email : t.brant@talktalk.net
National Membership Secretary, Roy Glencross 3 The Maples, Old Main Road, FLEET HARGATE, PE12
8NT
Tel 01406 425 527, Email membership@mna.org.uk
MNA Slop Chest, The Supply Officer:- Sandra Broom sananpete@aol.com 0121 244 0190
If you call her, it may go to an answerphone. Please leave a message and she will call you.
Change of Address???? If any member has changed any of their contact details (Postal, E-mail or
Telephone) it is important that you inform ROY GLENCROSS and copy in Nigel Whitaker, Tim Brant &
myself. If informing by e-mail send to:- membership@mna.org.uk, mna.nat.sec@gmail.com,
t.brant@talktalk.net, R546060@aol.com
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The GEIRANGERFJORD in Norway with seen left the KONINGSDAM in the middle
the Hurtugruten vessel VESTERAALEN , on the right the CRYSTAL SERINITY and in the background
the SILVER CLOUD Photo : Rob 't Hart, o/b Koningsdam. ©
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1

The

MNA CIRCULAR 2018-14
31st July 2018

Pulse

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Van Oord swoops for MPI Dutch contractor to buy UK headquarters and two
jack-ups
Van Oord and has agreed a deal with Vroon Group to buy the
lion's share of MPI offshore.
The agreement will see the Dutch contractor acquire MPI's
Teesside base in Stokesly, Middlesbrough, along with jackups
ADVENTURE, RESOLUTION and their crews Vessel MPI
ENTERPRISE was not included in the transaction. Left: "MPI
ADVENTURE" moored on the River Tees at Middlesbrough.
Photo : Alastair Smith © The fee paid by Van Oord was not
disclosed. ADVENTURE and RESOLUTION will join the
recently upgraded AEOLUS in Van Oord's fleet, taking their tally
of installation vessels to three “By acquiring the ADVENTURE and RESOLUTION and the addition of
qualified personnel, our position in the offshore wind industry will be further strengthened,” said Van
Oord chief executive Pieter Van Oord. Van
Oord's project pipeline includes installation
work at Blauwwind’s 731.5MW Borssele
3&4 zones off the Netherlands and Eneco
and Elico's 369MW Norther project off the
Belgian coast. The deal is subject to due
diligence checks and the approval of
competition authorities, but is expected
close by the end of September this year.
Earlier, Jan De Nul completed the
acquisition of MPI jack-up DISCOVERY for an undisclosed fee. The deal, which reNEWS revealed was
nearing conclusion, also involves the vessel's crew and a small number of MPI staff transferred to Jan De
Nul. Source: ReNews
_____________________________________________________________________________________

11 November, Cenotaph, London
After the Veterans Parade, at 12.30 hours, a Civilians Parade past the Cenotaph is being organised by HM
Government to mark the centenary of the end of World War I. Details are available
on https://armistice100.org.uk/.
There will be a ballot for tickets see: https://armistice100.seetickets.com/event/a-nation-s-thank-you/themall/1246869
Regards,
Tim Brant
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Cruise ship filmed for Channel 4 reality show 'descended into drug-fuelled
orgy' as passengers 'snorted cocaine, vomited in pool and were so drunk they
had to be pushed on wheelchairs'
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5846369/Cruise-ship-filmed-Channel-4-reality-descended-drugfuelled-orgy.html
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Massive Iceberg Threatens Greenland Village
A 300 foot high, 11-million-ton iceberg is threatening the tiny
Greenland village of Innaarsuit. The massive iceberg has grounded
just off the coast. The concern is that if the iceberg should calve,
the plunging ice could create a tsunami-like wave that could
inundate the village of 170. Those living closest to shore have been
evacuated to higher ground. The village’s power station and fuel
tanks, however, are also located close to the shore.
The Guardian quotes William Colgan, a Geological Survey of
Denmark and Greenland researcher — “Iceberg production in
Greenland has been increasing in the past 100 years as climate
change has become stronger,” he said, while the rising number of icebergs were in turn “increasing the
tsunami hazards”.
Last year, four people died and 11 were injured after a landslide caused a tsunami off another island
settlement called Nuugaatsiaq, sending several houses crashing into the sea.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

New vehicle terminal announced at the Port of Southampton
ABP says construction of a new vehicle terminal has been announced at the Port of Southampton, as the
latest phase a £50 million investment by ABP The new £15 million multi-storey facility will be built in
the Eastern Dock and will provide storage for a further 3,000 vehicles. This investment will continue to
strengthen the port’s position as a global hub for automotive and is expected to be completed in 2019. The
Port of Southampton is the UK’s hub for automotive with 11 lines undertaking 110 calls to 52 ports in 40
countries every month – making it a huge asset for Britain. Alastair Welch, ABP Southampton Director,
said: “ABP has already invested more than £32 million over the past five years to support the automotive
industry. “We continue to work closely with our customers to ensure that this growth can be sustained.
“The investment is testimony to the performance of the Port of Southampton and will help increase the
port’s vital contribution to the regional and national economy and keeping Britain trading.” Source :
Portnews
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Seabourn Releases 146-Day World Cruise Details
Seabourn has announced details of the 146-day 2020
world cruise of the SEABOURN SOJOURN. Departing
Jan. 4, 2020 from Miami, the Sojourn will make calls in
the Caribbean, Africa, India, Southeast Asia, Australia and
the South Pacific, and Hawaii, before completing the
voyage in San
Francisco on
May 28, 2020.
All told, there
will be 62 port
calls in 36
countries,
including 16 overnights and 18 late evenings in port.
Overnights include Dakar; Mombasa, Ho Chi Minh City, and
Cairns. In addition to the full 146-day sailing, shorter
segments range from 30 to 116 days. Rates start at $66,999
per person for 146 days to $13,499 per person for 30 days. Guests who book the full voyage also receive
a variety of complimentary amenities, including roundtrip domestic first class air, shipboard credits,
luggage shipping service, private car service door-to-do or, and more. Source : cruiseindustrynews Photo :
Piet Sinke www.maasmondmaritime.com
_____________________________________________________________________________________

3

The

MNA CIRCULAR 2018-14
31st July 2018

Pulse

Singapore Shipping Company Sentenced Pay $1 Million Fine for Illegal
Dumping in Hawaii
July 17, 2018 by gCaptain
A Singaporean shipping company has been sentenced to pay a fine of
$1 million and serve two years of probation for failing to maintain an
accurate oil record book and false statements concerning the illegal
dumping of oil-contaminated bilge water at sea.
U.S. District Court Judge Helen Gillmor handed down the sentence
to Hai Soon Ship Management on 12 July 2018 relating to charges in
violation of the Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships (APPS).
According to court documents and information presented in court,
Hai Soon Ship Management is the operator of the 3,878 gross ton oil
Photo: mgklingsick /
MarineTraffic.com
tank vessel called the Hai Soon 39, which provided refueling services
to fishing vessels operating at sea.
In October of 2017, the Chief Engineer of the Hai Soon 39, along with other engine room staff,
constructed a hose in the engine room to bypass the ship’s pollution prevention equipment, including its
oil-water separator, and pump oily waste directly overboard. The resultant discharges were never
recorded in the ship’s oil record book, as required by APPS, and the Chief Engineer made false entries in
the oil record book to make it appear that the discharges had been routed through the oil-water separator
when in fact they had not.
“The marine environment that surrounds the Hawaiian Islands is unique, and part of the Islands’ natural
beauty,” said U.S. Attorney Kenji M. Price. “This Office will continue to work with the U.S. Coast Guard
and use every tool at its disposal to bring to justice those who violate the law by polluting the sea.”
As part of its sentence, Hai Soon Ship Management will be placed on a two-year term of probation that
includes the environmental compliance plan to ensure, among other things, that all of the ships the
company operates that come to the United States fully comply with all applicable marine environmental
protection requirements established by national and international laws.
The case was investigated by the U.S. Coast Guard’s Investigative Service and prosecuted by Assistant
U.S. Attorneys Ken Sorenson and Amalia Fenton.
In an unrelated incident in January, a crew member on board the Hai Soon 39 was killed after he was
stabbed by a fellow crew member during an altercation as the ship was in Honolulu Harbor, according
to an AP report.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

North Sea skills study to plan for 10,000 new industry recruits
A project to develop a new North Sea oil and gas skills strategy has been launched following wide spread
industry and government support for the findings in OPITO’s Workforce Dynamics Review. OPITO has
appointed Robert Gordon University’s (RGU) Oil and Gas Institute to support the development of the
strategy over the next six months. This will involve an industry survey and workshops to help develop a
blueprint to support skills diversification and digital transformation. The Workforce Dynamics Review
found that if the sector achieves ambitions around the energy transition, oil and gas production and
exports, around 40,000 people will need to be recruited into the sector over the next 20 years - and 10,000
of those will be in roles that don’t currently exist. The Oil and Gas Institute will gather relevant data to
enable a high-level assessment of the existing and new skills required for job families to create ‘skills
demand maps’. A targeted industry survey will be launched in the coming months to capture the
industry’s demand for skills and capability requirements of the future. Industry workshops will be held
with operators and the supply chain to tap into a diverse breadth of knowledge and expertise, including
industry specialists, young professionals and apprentices. Paul de Leeuw, Director of the Institute,
commented: “The Skills Strategy will specifically look at the changing requirements across the sector by
2025 and will identify what new skills will be required in the future to ensure the UK continues to have
world class capabilities to support the oil and gas industry and the wider energy sector.” Source : Scotish
Energy news
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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3rd Quarter Advice Update from SAIL
ADVICE AREA

SUBJECT

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Benefits

Universal Credit (UC)

Utilities

Energy prices rising

Debt

Insolvencies high in
some coastal areas

Debt

High cost credit

Legal

New government
“quickie divorce”
system online

Funerals

Two reviews in to costs

Legal

Changes to MOT

The number of people claiming UC continues to increase but
there’s little good news on UC – the DWP cost for processing each
claim is currently £700; the migration to UC has been extended 1
year to March 2023; and UK Housing Association Federations & a
UK charity coalition demanded immediate UC reforms.
A number of the “big 6” energy suppliers have announced price
rises in the last 3 months. Citizens Advice has an online energy
price comparison website.
Official figures named Plymouth, Hull, Blackpool and the Isle of
Wight in the top 10 insolvency hot spots in England and Wales.
SAIL can offer free debt advice.
Consumer complaints about payday loans are up 64%. The FCA
said it may regulate rent-to-own retailers - BrightHouse was found
to charge £1,500 in weekly payments for a cooker, available for
£300 in shops.
Following a successful pilot, the government has launched an
online system to get a “quickie divorce” in England and Wales. The
system claims to use simple non-technical language and has a £550
fee.
Two separate reviews in to funeral costs have been launched – the
Competition & Markets Authority (CMA) is reviewing high costs
of funerals "to ensure that people are not getting a bad deal"; and
the Treasury is looking a pre-paid funeral plans. The CMA said the
average cost of a funeral in 2017 was £3,800.
From 20th May the MOT rules changed. There’s more detail on the
SAIL website www.sailine.org.uk.

If you need more information, please contact SAIL free on
0800 160 1842 or email advice@sailine.org.uk

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Shipping Losses Continue to Fall but Old and New Threats Remain -Report
http://gcaptain.com/shipping-losses-continue-to-fall-but-old-and-new-threats-remainreport/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCaptai
n.com%29&goal=0_f50174ef03-d77360d853-139894965&mc_cid=d77360d853&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

When a man steals your wife, there is no better revenge than to let him keep her.
King David
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Coast Guard opens hearing into fatal Bouchard barge explosion By Kirk Moore
The former first mate of the ATB tug Buster
Bouchard described his shock at seeing blue flames
surge across the deck “like if you have a gas grill and
hit the ignition,” seconds before an explosion tore
through the B. No. 255 barge owned by Bouchard
Transportation Co. Inc. “I didn’t understand it, I
didn’t know what I was looking at…then the barge
exploded,” Lonnie Roberts told Coast Guard and
National Transportation Safety Board investigators
during the opening day of hearings into the Oct. 20, 2017 explosion and fire that killed two crewmen in
the Gulf of Mexico near Port Aransas, Texas. Tankermen Zachariah Jackson, 28, of Salt Lake City, and
Du’jour Vanterpool, 26, of Houston, were killed while preparing to raise the anchor so the ATB operated
by Bouchard, Melville, N.Y., could get underway to deliver its cargo of crude oil to Corpus Christi,
Texas. The hearing resumes Tuesday in Houston, with the Buster Bouchard’s captain, Matthew Nichols,
scheduled to testify. The Coast Guard has posted documents about the accident online and is
livestreaming the proceedings daily this week The 488’ oceangoing tank barge and the127’x37’x20’,
6,140-hp Buster Bouchard were in about 40’ of water three miles offshore in the Aransas Anchorage,
with an estimated 140,000-bbls. of oil, when the explosion occurred at around 4:30 a.m. On Monday,
Roberts told investigators he had gone on watch at midnight, preparing the voyage plan to Corpus Christi,
and was on the tug bridge talking to Jackson via handheld VHF radio as the tankerman examined the
anchor chain at the bow of the barge. Jackson reported that two shots of chain that were out showed
heavy strain, a not unusual condition that Roberts said he attributed to current, with wind and wave
conditions light. “The engines were out of gear. We had three instances of heavy strain (on the trip). So
that’s not uncommon,” the mate said. “The wasn’t anything alarming … heavy strain is a very common
thing when you’re pulling up the anchor.” The two crewmen on the barge had extinguished the deck
lights and prepared running lights for departure, and Roberts said he could see them moving about with
flashlights. Vanterpool was at the anchor windlass controls, while up on the bridge Roberts examined the
tug’s plotter to see how current might be pushing the barge. In his peripheral vision, Roberts noticed the
first blue flames near the bow of the barge. He likened the sight to a gas flame racing around a propane
grill. “That’s what I saw, the blue flames that were taking over that area where the guys were,” said
Roberts. “It was on a path…like the flames were following something.” The blue flames skittered toward
the windlass, and the first explosion rocked the barge, he said. Roberts sounded the general alarm and
began working to disengage the tug from the barge. The tug was able to get free, and after the fire was
extinguished the Coast Guard found a massive hole in the forward deck of the barge. Investigators
questioned Roberts about Bouchard safety practices and the conditions on the Buster Bouchard, including
a fuel leak that was being monitored in a stern compartment. “The tug had a lot of issues. We were
constantly finding things we needed to fix,” said Roberts. “From the point of view of guys on the tug, a
lot of things were pushed off.” Still, Roberts added, he felt conditions were reasonable and he had a wellpaying position with the company. “As a sailor, you work with what you have,” he said. In its safety
procedures Bouchard has a strongly worded stop-work policy, stating that employees can call an end to an
unsafe procedure without repercussions. But Roberts said the tugboat operators preferred to deal with
safety situations informally when they could, out of concern that reporting minor incidents could get
workers in trouble with the company. Roberts described one “near miss” when he had to correct a
deckhand fixing a stern light, who left tools dangling from a 10′ ladder and went back down on deck
without a hard hat. “We try not to fill out paperwork for near misses on our boat,” because it might lead to
disciplinary action, when “it could be a learning experience,” said Roberts. Source : Workboat
_____________________________________________________________________________________

'I've had bad luck with both my wives.
The first one left me, and the second one didn't.'
James Holt McGavra
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Shipping traffic delayed in Suez Canal on ship grounding, collisions
Shipping traffic in the Suez Canal, one of the world’s busiest trade channels, has come to a prolonged halt
over the last two days, causing congestion and critical delays in transit for dozens of ships after the
grounding of a Hong Kong-flagged container ship, shipping industry executives said Tuesday. The
southbound MV Aeneas was grounded Sunday and the canal tugboats had to be sent for assistance to
refloat the ship, according to Joish Paul, regional director of Leth Agencies in Singapore. At one point,
there were seven ships stuck behind the grounded MV Aeneas — four managed to exit, while the
remaining three including the Panamax Alexander were stranded, sources said. Sources said that the
grounding of the Aeneas which was en route from Southampton to Singapore was followed by a couple of
collisions among the bulkers behind it though the accidents could not be immediately verified. One of the
ships, the MV Sakizaya Kalon, returned to the Great Bitter Lake area and the queue spiralled for the
northbound convoy as well. On Monday, six ships were waiting inside the Suez Canal behind the
Panamax Alexander, which was also grounded, while nine others were at the Suez anchorage area, one of
the shipping agents said It was only after the Panamax Alexander was refloated and dropped anchor at the
Great Bitter Lake area that the southbound convoy of 18 ships started to move from the area while the
northbound convoy of 37 ships is also being delayed, according to Leth, which traces its origin back to
1924 in the Suez Canal zone. Source: Platts
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hawaii Lava Tours Face New Limits After ‘Lava Bomb’ Incident
http://gcaptain.com/hawaii-lava-tours-face-new-limits-after-lava-bombincident/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCapt
ain.com%29&goal=0_f50174ef03-751a38ca18-139894965&mc_cid=751a38ca18&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Dutch Cargo Ship Aground in the Pentland Firth Off Scotland
July 18, 2018 by gCaptain
Update (Thursday) – The Coastguard reports that the
situation remains unchanged and there was no attempt to
refloat the vessel at high water Thursday morning. Two tugs
remain on scene included the Emergency Towing Vessel
Ievoli Black.
Wednesday – An 89-meter cargo ship with six people on
board ran aground in the Pentland Firth off Scotland on
Wednesday as subsequent attempts to refloat the vessel
proving unsuccessful.
The HM Coastguard says it received a report just after 3:30
a.m. of a vessel that had run aground on the Pentland Skerries
Dutch-flagged M/V Prescilla aground in
approximately 5 nautical miles northeast of Duncansby Head.
the Pentland Firth. Photo: UK
The vessel, named Priscilla, remains stable and has reported
no significant damage or any sign of pollution.
Two tugs and an RNLI Lifeboat arrived on scene and began making preparations to refloat the ship.
However, after several attempts during the last high tide, the tugs were unable to move the Priscilla off
the rocks.
The Emergency Towing Vessel Ievoli Black has now arrived on scene and will remain at the grounding
site overnight along with an RNLI lifeboat.
The Coastguard said that it is unlikely that a further attempt will be made to refloat the vessel before the
next high water period which is due at 4 a.m. Thursday.
“The crew are safe and well, said Kaimes Beasley, Duty Controller for HM Coastguard. “The weather
conditions on scene are relatively calm for this type of operation and we will provide further updates as
the situation unfolds.”
The M/V Priscilla is a Dutch-flagged cargo ship measuring 89 meters in length and 3,250 dwt.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Kennet And Avon Canal Drained Accidentally By Boater 'In A Rush'
Oops. By Chris York
A forgetful boater drained an entire stretch of the Kennet and
Avon Canal on Tuesday after accidentally leaving all the
lock gates open.
A section of the picturesque waterway was reduced to a
muddy trickle near the Barge Inn in Seend, Wiltshire.
A spokesperson for the Canal and River Trust (CRT) told
The Times it was not a malicious act but rather a boater who
was “rushing and left the paddles up”.
The water levels have since been replenished.
Locks are used to raise or lower canal boats between
waterways of different heights.

Photo - DAVID MAGUIRE

The CRT spokesperson added: “It’s not uncommon for this
to happen from time to time and our teams are well versed in
moving water through the system to get water levels back up
again.
GOOGLE MAPS How the canal should look.
“We are a charity and so we’re politely asking boaters to
help us out by double checking everything’s closed up
properly when they’ve finished.”
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Investing in a Safer Tomorrow
Date: 15/06/2018
The UK P&I Club has launched ‘Investing in a
Safer Tomorrow’ competition to coincide with
its 150th anniversary in 2019.
The competition has a prize fund of $50,000 and
challenges students and those embarking on a
maritime career both at sea and on shore, to develop innovative, industry changing ideas with a focus on
improving safety at sea.
Teams of up to four or individuals can propose an improvement to any element of sea safety – from
developments in seafarer wellbeing through to a tangible invention to improve physical safety or
navigation.
Participants will have the opportunity to share their ideas on a global platform, with shortlisted candidates
gaining access to maritime industry experts and a chance to expand their professional network. Finalists
will be flown, all expenses paid, to the UK in June 2019 to attend the UK P&I Club’s 150th Gala Dinner
in London and the winning team or individual will receive a prize fund of $30,000 with second place
being awards $15,000 and third place $5,000.
To find out more about the competition – or to enter please visit the dedicated microsite
at https://150competition.ukpandi.com
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Bouchard Barge No. 255 Hearing Day 2: ‘He Slipped Out of His Life Jacket
and Sank to the Bottom’
http://gcaptain.com/bouchard-barge-no-255-hearing-day-2-he-slipped-out-of-his-life-jacket-and-sank-to-thebottom/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCaptain.com%2
9&goal=0_f50174ef03-feb4ac9887-139894965&mc_cid=feb4ac9887&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
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The Merchant Navy Association & Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines - Affinity
discount scheme
The following information has been received from Keith Norman, Sales Manager for Fred Olsen Cruise
Lines:
The Merchant Navy Association & Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines - Affinity discount scheme
We would like to offer an exclusive discount for your members.
This will be 10% for people who have not cruised with us before and 5% for those who have.
(Within the travel industry this is a really high discount level.)
Redemption is made by quoting a unique discount code (which I have set up as “MNA10” ) and proof of
membership (MNA Membership Card) will be required at the time of booking.
The discount is for everyone travelling on the same booking which includes friends and family.
The discount is on top of other discounts we are offering in the market so it is a real benefit.
So if we have a % off sale or free drinks package etc. your discount is in addition.
(We reserve the right to have the odd exception which we will cover in any t’s and c’s but we want to
make it easy to understand as a benefit so it is pretty much all cruises)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

New Transatlantic cargo route will bring huge vessels to Port of Liverpool
An alliance between Maersk Line and the MSC, known
as 2M, will switch its TA2 service from Felixstowe to
Liverpool and Maersk’s Colombia Express will also
come to the Mersey. Tony McDonough reports
Liverpool2 will welcome its biggest vessels so far from
next week when the port welcomes a new new
transatlantic container service. An alliance between
Maersk Line and the Mediterranean Shipping Company,
known as 2M, will switch its TA2 service from
Felixstowe to Liverpool on a temporary basis from July 22. Felixstowe is struggling with problems with a
new terminal operating system. At the same time, Maersk Line’s South American service, Colombia
Express, will also start calling at the port of Liverpool, exporting UK goods to Newark. The TA2 and
Colombia Express routes will use a range of vessels up to 8,500 TEU. The larger vessels will call at the
£400m Liverpool2 terminal with smaller vessels using Royal Seaforth Container Terminal. Liverpool will
be the final port of call for both weekly services as they head westbound across the Atlantic. The ships
will load UK export cargo such as Scotch whisky, food products and trade machinery. The new services
will also see the Port of Liverpool open up direct links with the US ports of Charleston and Savannah.
Mark Whitworth, chief executive of Peel Ports, said: “This news demonstrates the impact which our
investment in Liverpool2 has had in re-shaping UK logistics, and disrupting traditional approaches to
shipping. “It is also testament to the progress we’ve made at Liverpool and the efforts we’ve made to
strengthen our relationships with major lines “Our objective is now to secure these or similar services in
the long-term by delivering the cost, congestion and carbon emission benefits that Liverpool2 in
particular will offer shipping lines and cargo owners.” Asbjorn Kops, trade and marketing director of
Maersk, added: “After resuming a service in Liverpool two years ago, via a feeder connection, we have
been able to offer flexibility to our customers in the North West region. “Switching our Transatlantic
service temporarily to Liverpool allows us to maintain our comprehensive UK offering with a wide range
of connections to our global network.” Source: Liverpool Busines News
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Stichting Museumreddingboot demonstrating the launch of the historic lifeboat SECRETARIS
SCHUMACHER at the `Dutch island Terschelling – Photo : Roel Ovinge Fotografie ©
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Naval architects name 20,000-TEU MOL Truth 'Ship of the Year' Source : schednet
MITSUI OSK LINES (MOL) has announced that its 20,000-TEU MOL TRUTH has received the "Ship
of the Year 2017" award from the Japan Society of Naval Architects and Ocean Engineers (JASNAOE).
The award is given for the highest levels of technology, design, and social responsibility among vessels
made in Japan by JASNAOE. The MOL TRUTH, one of the world's largest containerships, earned high
evaluations as a cutting-edge "eco ship" that not only exemplifies MOL's safe operation and
environmental conservation policies, but also makes full use of the most advanced telecommunication
and IoT/AI technologies. In addition, the judges regarded her as a historic milestone in Japan's
shipbuilding industry because Imabari Shipbuilding adopted the latest technology and hull structure
design, and because she was the largest containership ever built in Japan. The MOL TRUTH in the AsiaEurope operated by Ocean Network Express (ONE) as one of the world's highest-capacity containerships.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Company Claims to Find Russian ‘Treasure Ship’ Amid Skepticism
http://gcaptain.com/company-claims-to-find-russian-treasure-ship-amidskepticism/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCa
ptain.com%29&goal=0_f50174ef03-feb4ac9887-139894965&mc_cid=feb4ac9887&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Sri Lanka shipwrecked fishermen rescued by China dredger
A Chinese sea sand dredger working on a sea reclamation project near Sri Lanka's Colombo port had
rescued two shipwrecked fishermen who were adrift clinging on to a piece of flotsam. The captain of Xin
Hai Feng, a vessel working for Shanghai Dredging Company at Colombo Port City project, had spotted
the two drifting fishermen who were clinging on to a empty fuel diesel drum. The Colombo Port City is
reclaimed by China Harbhour Engineering Company.
The rescue team from the Port City had used a barge to reach fishermen amid waves as high as 2.0 metre
waves, the company said. The fishermen Sunil Anthony(64) and Ranjith Igneshes (57) had been rescued
at 13:59 hours and transferred to National Hospital by emergency medical ambulances. The two
fishermen had left in a deep sea fishing boat on July 14. The engine had failed. The drifting boat had later
struck a reef. They abandoned ship and started swimming to the shore with the help of the empty fuel
drum, the company said. The fishermen had been without food and water for 48 hours.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

ReCAAP: Piracy Incident Reported in First Half of 2018 at Lowest Level in
10 Years
http://gcaptain.com/recaap-piracy-incident-reported-in-first-half-of-2018-at-lowest-level-in-10years/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCaptain.
com%29&goal=0_f50174ef03-d77360d853-139894965&mc_cid=d77360d853&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Spain’s Newest Submarine is Too Big for Port
The Isaac Peral was redesigned to solve buoyancy problems and is now too large to fit in its own
port. By Kyle Mizokami
The country that brought you the Spanish Armada is having hair-tearing problems with the latest
submarine to join the fleet. The Isaac Peral, the first in class of a new generation of Spanish Navy attack
submarines, is too large to fit in its future port. The submarine was enlarged after a design flaw
introduced doubts it could reliably rise to the surface. The Spanish Navy ordered four S-80 diesel electric
attack submarines in 2003, to replace the aging, Cold War-era Agosta class. The new, fully modern
submarines were designed with air independent propulsion, allowing them to stay underwater longer than
other diesel electric submarines. The S-80s are armed with six 533-millimeter torpedo tubes capable of
launching German DM2A4 Seahake guided torpedoes, American Harpoon anti-ship missiles, and
Tomahawk land attack cruise missiles. The S-80 was saddled with problems from the start. Spain’s
economy took a severe downturn during the late 2000s, and the country’s defense budget was put under
strain. In 2013, ten years after the first boat was ordered, authorities detected a critical flaw in the design:
The submarines were 75 to 100 tons heavier than anticipated. The submarines could dive but there was
some question as to whether they could reliably surface again. According to the BBC quoting the
Associated Press, the problem was the result of someone involved in the design process placing a decimal
point in the wrong place. The problem was not discovered until the ships were under construction. The
shipbuilder, Navantia, immediately suspended construction of the subs and called in U.S. submarine
builder Electric Boat to solve the buoyancy issue. EB recommended the shipyards lengthen the S-80s by
thirty feet, stretching it from 232 feet to 265 feet, add a pressure hull ring to support the new length, and
increase their displacement from 2,200 tons to 3,100 tons. Now, fifteen years after the submarines were
ordered there is a new problem: The first submarine, Isaac Peral, is too large to fit in its port at Cartagena.
Authorities say the port will have to be enlarged and dredged to fit the updated design. It’s odd that
Spanish authorities are suddenly discovering the problem considering the submarines were actually built
in Cartagena and everyone involved has had five years to ponder the ramifications of enlarging the sub’s
design. Now that the problems are solved the S-80s are expected to enter the fleet at a relatively fast clip
of a submarine a year. The problems continue, however. As a result of the redesign, the submarines are
thirty percent above budget. All because of a misplaced decimal point. Source: BBC
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The most effective way to remember your wife's birthday is to forget it once…….. Nash
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Ship still aground off Caithness
A cargo ship remains aground on the Pentland Skerries between Orkney and the Caithness coast. The
89m (292ft) PRISCILLA which has six crew, got into difficulty at about 03:30 on Wednesday. Thurso
RNLI and a tug Green Isle were first on the scene but attempts to refloat the ship have so far failed. The
Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) said the crew had reported no significant damage and there was
no sign of pollution. A second, more powerful tug arrived from Scapa Flow in Orkney mid-afternoon, just
before high tide but the Maritime and Coastguard Agency said it was still not possible to move the ship.

Photo : Marcel Coster ©
The coastguard's emergency towing vessel (ETV) IEVOLI BLACK arrived at about 17:00 and remains
on standby, along with the Longhope lifeboat which has relieved the Thurso RNLI crew. A spokeswoman
for the Maritime and Coastguard Agency said a further attempt to refloat the ship could be made
overnight. She continued: "The ETV will be standing by the vessel overnight and it is unlikely that a
further attempt will be made to refloat the vessel before the next high-water period which is due at 4am
on Thursday." The Longhope RNLI lifeboat is also still on scene. The vessel remains stable and there are
still no signs of any major damage and no signs of any pollution. The crew remain safe and well." Source:
BBC
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Duck Boat Capsizes Near Branson, MO — 11 Dead, 6 Missing
At least 11 people died on Thursday when an amphibious duck boat capsized in Table Rock
Lake near Branson, Mo.
Six people are still missing. The boat capsized in a
thunderstorm in winds reported to be 70 or 80 mph.
Of the 31 people on the boat, 29 were passengers
and two were crew members. Seven people were
taken to a hospital, and two people are reported to
be in critical condition at Cox Medical Center
Branson. Two duck boats were on the lake when the
storm hit. One boat was able to make it to shore.
This may be the worst duck boat tragedy in history. In 1999, 13 died when a duck boat sank in
Arkansas after a mechanical failure. Two duck boat passengers also died in 2010 when a duck boat was
run down by a barge in the Delaware River.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Korean Court Holds Government Accountable for 2014 Sewol Ferry Sinking
http://gcaptain.com/korean-court-holds-government-accountable-for-2014-sewol-ferrysinking/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCapta
in.com%29&goal=0_f50174ef03-feb4ac9887-139894965&mc_cid=feb4ac9887&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Death Toll from Duck Boat Accident Rises to Seventeen
http://gcaptain.com/death-toll-from-duck-boat-accident-rises-toseventeen/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCa
ptain.com%29&goal=0_f50174ef03-2defec13aa-139894965&mc_cid=2defec13aa&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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A real-time satellite-based surveillance of ships has gone live
Italian firm Leonardo launches a new ocean surveillance platform. The defense company said the
new platform can view the exact position of a vessel at any moment. It is claimed as a new tool in
the fight against piracy. By : David Reid
A surveillance system that can track ships and boats all over the world in real time and can be accessed
from an iPhone has gone online. Italian firm Leonardo launched its SEonSE (Smart Eyes on the Seas)
platform Tuesday at the Farnborough International Airshow in the U.K. The defense company claims the
new platform makes it possible to view the exact position of a vessel at any moment. Piracy on the high
seas costs shippers and insurers hundreds of millions of dollars each year and is particularly prevalent
around Southeast Asia and West Africa. The new platform has been touted as a big step as it can spot if a
ship has stopped or deviated from its mapped course. “Within seconds, people will be able to note
unusual activity from a ship,” Aside from security threats, Pasquali said the technology would aid in the
fight against illegal fishing, help marine law enforcement and provide better market analysis for firms that
regularly use shipping lanes. “A huge amount of data is automatically processed in real-time for the
protection of people and the maritime environment,” Pasquali added in a statement. The raw data is
collated from several satellites, some of which transmit a radar system providing the exact position of
vessels. Others provide imagery, meaning the system will be able to track vessels that choose not to
comply with identification requirements at sea. SEonSE also factors in the Automatic Identification
System (AIS) of small transponders fitted to shipping vessels worldwide. These continuously broadcast
each vessel’s position and Leonardo said there are 7 million AIS signals sent every day. Information from
the world registry of ships, as well as weather and oceanographic information, are also crunched by
Leonardo’s big data platform. The information is stored in the cloud, allowing tailored information to be
continuously accessed by computers, tablets or phones
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Virgin has revealed the name of its first cruise ship By : Emma Featherstone
Virgin Voyages unveiled the long-awaited name of its first
ship “SCARLET LADY” at its shipyard in Genoa, Italy.
Founder Sir Richard Branson and president and CEO Tom
McAlpin revealed further details about the cruise line’s debut
ship, including a ban on single-use plastics on board,
renderings and animations of nine new public spaces and the
plans for its wellbeing programme, “Vitamin Sea”. The
single-use plastics ban will range from bottled water to takeaway coffee and tea cups as Virgin Voyages strives to create
one of the cleanest fleets at sea. Mr McAlpin said: “We believe that in order to fulfill our purpose of
creating an ‘Epic Sea Change for All’ we must make a commitment that is bigger than just eliminating
straws. “We must make a commitment to building ships and experiences that do everything possible to
look after the well-being of our precious oceans.” Virgin Voyages describes its Vitamin Sea wellbeing
programme for passengers as being inspired by the oceans and their importance in health and well-being
for the planet and our daily lives. Images of the nine new on-board
spaces include those that will host the many group fitness classes (all of
which will be included in the cruise fare). The Crow’s Nest, for
example, which offers 360 degree views around the ship and is shown
strewn with exercise mats in Virgin’s signature red, will host sunrise
and sunset yoga. Also on board will be The Runway running track, The
B Complex with rooms for spin, yoga and cardio and The Athletic
Club, which includes a boxing ring and gym equipment modelled on
what you’d find in 1920s New York sports clubs. Passengers will have
ample opportunity for pampering in the ship’s Spa, Redemption, and in
the blow dry bar, barber shop, male pedicure spa and mani-pedi spa.
Source : The Telegraph
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Duck boat that sank at Table Rock lake was built during World War II
BY KELSEY RYAN
The amphibious vessel that sank Thursday night at Table
Rock Lake, killing 17 people aboard, was a relic of World
War II — built the same year U.S. soldiers set foot on
Normandy Beach. According to the U.S. Coast Guard, the
name of the boat that sank was STRETCH DUCK 07, a 33foot-long vessel built in 1944. DUKW boats — commonly
called Ducks — were built to quickly deliver cargo from
ships at sea directly to the shore, driving onto the beach. There are roughly 22 of the boats operating in
the state, said Lt. Tasha Sadowicz, spokeswoman for the Coast Guard’s regional office in St. Louis. The
majority of the other Stretch Ducks were also built in 1944 or 1945, according to Coast Guard records.
Although Missouri is a landlocked state, and the amphibious vehicle operates on both land and water, the
U.S. Coast Guard has regulatory authority over small commercial vessels like Duck boats in federal
waterways, which include Table Rock Lake and the The duck boat that sank was inspected yearly and its
last inspection was in February, showing no deficiencies at the time. But it had a number of inspection
deficiencies and other incidents in recent years. In 2016, an inspection revealed the boat’s heat (fire)
detectors were inoperable, but they were later repaired. Between January and April 2015, the Coast
Guard’s Captain of the Port in St. Louis — who has jurisdiction over Table Rock — placed a restriction
on the boat from sailing, although records do not detail why other than a “Hazardous/Unsafe condition.”
During that time period, the boat had some sealant issues that resulted in water leaks, and some water
pumps that were not working. In 2011, the boat lost its steering for an unknown reason with 30 people on
board while on the lake, but the boat was able to get back on land with no injuries or damage. In 2005, the
boat experienced steering failure with passengers aboard. And in March 1999, the boat was cited for not
removing or ensuring curtain straps were unsecured when the vessel was in the water.Part of the
inspection process by the Coast Guard includes verifying that the company has provided adequate
training for the crew and that they can handle certain emergency situations, like fires and “man
overboard,” Sadowicz said. The Coast Guard itself runs drills with crews and if they are inadequate, it
counts as a deficiency in their inspection and they have to correct it to pass. The boat that sank Thursday
faced 3-foot waves on the lake as a result of high winds during a storm. Coast Guard records show that
another duck, STRETCH DUCK 05, also took a 3- or 4-foot wave in 2015 as it traversed the Delaware
River on a tour in Philadelphia with 12 people aboard. The height of the wave caused water to enter the
engine compartment, causing it to stall and set adrift. While the boat was able to be towed to shore, the
cause of the incident was determined by investigators to be from rapidly worsening river conditions and
because of the captain’s “failure to anticipate the change in the weather conditions.” During inspections,
the Coast Guard also tests the boat’s safety gear and checks that it has adequate floatation devices. Boat
crews are supposed to give safety briefings to passengers at the beginning of a journey. While Missouri
state law requires recreational boaters under 7 years old wear life jackets at all times on the water, these
commercial vessels do not have that requirement, Sadowicz said. However, they are required to have
enough personal floatation devices for all passengers and crew, including appropriately-sized jackets for
all children on board.While the Coast Guard does not have specific requirements for boaters to avoid the
water during certain weather conditions, including high winds, “The most important part of safe boating
is pre-planning and checking the forecast,” Sadowicz said. Source :The Kansas City Star
_____________________________________________________________________________________

AIS Animation Shows Suez Canal Mayhem After Ship Grounds
http://gcaptain.com/ais-animation-shows-suez-canal-mayhem-after-shipgrounds/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCapt
ain.com%29&goal=0_f50174ef03-7bba1aaa6c-139894965&mc_cid=7bba1aaa6c&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

IMO turns spotlight on crew fatigue
SHIPPING companies are being urged to do more to manage and reduce crew fatigue
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Two people rescued after falling from lifeboat at Ogden Point
Crew members of the Explorer of the Seas cruise ship fell into the water Thursday night
The EXPLORER OF THE SEAS, a ship from Royal Caribbean was returning from Alaska and heading
to Seattle. Around 8:21 p.m. the Joint Rescue Coordination Centre Victoria was on scene, after two crew
members reportedly fell into the water, after boarding one of
the ship’s rescue boats. JRCC representatives said they were
uncertain why the crew were in the rescue boats but
suggested they may have been running drills. “Crew fell
from some height… unsure why it was being launched in
these conditions.” The C-tow post said the two were rescued
by the pilot boat, and JRCC also confirmed that the Pacific
Pilotage Authority rescued the two people, who were still
responsive. C-Tow reported the rescue boat broke down, and that it was towed by their Vic 1 boat before
it restarted, when it could be cut free and hoisted back on board. JRCC reported that the two crew
members were sent to hospital, but C-Tow said they were checked out by B.C. Emergency Health
Services, given the okay, and put back on board. Source : goldstreamgazette
_____________________________________________________________________________________

All passengers, crew rescued in boat capsizing in Philippines
A Philippine inter-island ferry sank on Friday after being battered by fierce wind and big waves off
Occidental Mindoro province Authorities said all the 57 passengers and 10 crew were rescued alive from
the rough sea. A provincial disaster agency said the boat MV Lucky Benjamin was sailing towards Looc,
Occidental Mindoro from Calatagan Port in Batangas province when the sea mishap happened around
2:00 p.m. local time. "All the 57 passengers and 10 crew are all accounted for," the agency said in a post
on its Facebook account. A severe tropical storm continues to lash the Philippines, causing flooding in the
Philippine capital and in many parts of the country. Source : Xinhanet
_____________________________________________________________________________________

New Zealand – Biofouling Regulatory Requirements
Compliance with the Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI) “Biofouling on Vessel Arriving to New
Zealand – Craft Risk Management Standard (CRMS)” became mandatory on 15th May 2018, which
requires all vessels arriving in New Zealand to have a clean hull to prevent the introduction of unwanted
organisms Vessels are required to provide evidence of compliance with the regulatory requirements prior
to arrival, as well as conducting continued maintenance using best practices as contained in the IMO
biofouling guidelines. Vessels considered by the MPI to have excessive biofouling affecting their hull,
including more difficult to clean “niche” areas (sea chests / thruster gratings and tunnels / spectacle
frames / azipods etc.), can be ordered to leave the country’s territorial waters for hull cleaning. However,
it has been made clear that cleaning just outside the 12’ limit of territorial waters will be viewed in a very
poor light by the MPI. To date, the MPI has strictly implemented the requirements, and have not been
open to any negotiation. Further, neighbouring jurisdictions have apparently been unwilling to allow
cleaning of the hulls of ships that have been ordered to leave New Zealand waters. In one case a vessel
ended up having her hull cleaned, at great expense, off Fiji. Source: West Of England P&I Club
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Owners shying away from Filipino seafarers over disability claims
While Filipinos remain the seafarer of choice for their English language ability and ease to work with
there are other factors that discouraging international shipowners from choosing them to crew their
vessels An issue that has dogged the industry for some years now are full disability claims, for relatively
minor, non-career ending injuries, brought by ambulance chasing lawyers combined with an antiquated
Garnishment Law that means awards are paid in full prior to appeal. The Seafarers Protection Act enacted
in 2016 was supposed to cap legal fees at 10% of the award to the seafarer, rather than as much as 40 50% as has been charged in the past, but in reality it has proved difficult to regulate private agreements
between seafarers and the lawyers …………. Source : Seatrade Maritime
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Increase in problems with ecological inspectors in Ukrainian ports
We would like to maintain members’ awareness of the problems relating to so-called ecological
inspectors in Ukraine. Recently we released a web alert on this topic which was withdrawn in response to
a correction by the correspondent which issued the original alert. This correspondent has now reported
that there has been an upsurge in the number of requests for assistance from shipowners and P&I clubs
relating to this problem. The correspondent has the following recommendations for the master:
-Make sure that the ballast taken in other parts of the world is changed to the Black Sea waters during the
ship’s passage to one of the Ukrainian ports.
-Do not obstruct the Ecologists’ attendance on board.
-However never allow the ecological inspectors to take samples of segregated ballast.
-Permit the inspectors to study documentation on deballasting operations (if they ask for this).
-Do make sure that they are not left alone during the inspection and get a ship’s representative to
accompany them at all times.
-Do not give bribes in the hope of escaping the fine.
Very often, ‘ecological inspectors’ use specific ruses to gain access to the ship’s ballast tanks. These
include taking photos and video recordings of the area around the ship. They then inform the master about
oil/dirty spots on the water surface and claim that they need samples of the ship’s ballast tanks to prove
that the pollution was not caused by the vessel. The correspondent advises masters to contact a P&I
correspondent immediately and let the ecological inspectors know that a joint survey/visual observation
of the sea water area around the ship together with Port State Control officer, Chief Officer and P&I
surveyor will be arranged. They should assure them that if the joint visual inspection reveals traces of sea
pollution they will be allowed to take samples of the ballast from the ship’s tanks in the presence of a P&I
surveyor. Source: The Standard Club
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Have you remembered to fit compliant firefighters’ radios onboard?
All vessels must now carry onboard a minimum of two two-way portable radio telephone apparatus for
each team of firefighters. The radios must be certified for use in potentially explosive atmospheres and
should otherwise be fit for purpose for crew wearing firefighter’s outfits. The new SOLAS regulation II2/10.4 requirement for the carriage of at least two two-way portable radio telephone apparatus for each
fire party for firefighter’s communication entered into force for newbuilds on 1 July 2014. For existing
vessels, however, that is, vessels constructed on or after 1 July 2014, the requirement took effect on 1 July
2018 and all such vessels must now comply with the requirements not later than the first survey after this
date. SOLAS requires firefighters’ radios to be explosion proof or intrinsically safe. This means that the
radios must be certified in accordance with relevant standards for equipment intended for use in
potentially explosive atmospheres – and be maintained as such. From a user point of view, it is also
important to ensure that firefighters’ radios are “fit for purpose”, i.e. work within the environment of a
fire scenario, have a sufficient operating range, and are designed for use by crew members wearing full
firefighter suits with large gloves, helmets and breathing apparatus. Radios that can be fitted on helmets
and used with breathing masks should therefore be considered. The purpose of the new requirement is to
enhance the protection of vessel and crew during potential fire incidents by providing a dedicated means
of communication between a team of firefighters entering the space, and the crew member located outside
the space who is assigned to control this team. Members and clients are therefore advised to take note of
the above requirements and ensure that their vessels comply with the regulations before the next safety
equipment survey. Source: GARD
_____________________________________________________________________________________

201839 Collision averted by 100m
https://www.nautinst.org/en/forums/mars/mars2018.cfm/201839?utm_source=NewZapp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NI-Enewsletter
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Issue 18 of The Navigator
Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) is so important for safe navigation, which is
why it is the focus of issue 18 of The Navigator.
This issue features:
An insight into the work of the serving VTS Officer
An examination of the role of VTS
The different types of VTS
How vessels and VTS can effectively communicate
How VTS can help prevent maritime accidents
As always, The Navigator is free to read in print, via The Navigator app, or
online at the Institute's website.
Got your copy? Let us know what you think by using the hashtag #NautInst or show us by sending in a
#Navsnap with your magazine and be in with a chance of winning an iPad.
Source: - Nautical Institute
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Salvage Plan Approved for Cargo Ship Aground on Pentland Skerries
July 23, 2018 by Mike Schuler
Officials in the U.K. have approved the salvage plan for the
cargo ship M/V Priscilla which remains hard aground on
the Pentland Skerries off the coast of Scotland.
The 89-meter Netherlands registered cargo ship ran
aground in the Pentland Firth off Scotland last
Wednesday, 18 July 2018, and initial to refloat the vessel
were unsuccessful.
The vessel continues to be in stable condition and no
pollution has been reported.
All six crew members remain on board the vessel and are
reported as safe and well.
The 89-meter M/V Priscilla aground on the
The U.K. Maritime & Coastguard Agency reported
Pentland Skerries in the Pentland Firth.
Monday that Acting SOSRep for Maritime Salvage and
Photo credit: RNLI
Intervention, Hugh Shaw, approved a salvage plan from the
appointed salvors, consisting of Multraship, Ardent, and Wagenborg.
The Coastguard reports that the vessel is carrying 52 tonnes of Marine Gas Oil (MGO), 4 tonnes of Heavy
Fuel Oil (HFO), 2 tonnes of Lubricating Oil (LO) and has a cargo of 3,300 tonnes of bulk fertilizer in one
cargo hold.
No pollution has been reported, however, as a precautionary measure, it has been agreed to remove up to
35 tonnes of the MGO.
The Heavy Fuel Oil is reported to be solidified and contained in a tank with no heating, and there no
attempt will be made to remove this product. The LO and remaining MGO will remain on board for ship
services.
According to the salvage plan submitted, the re-float operation will consist of several steps beginning
with the removal of approximately 1,350 tonnes of cargo onto barges and pressurization of the cargo
tanks. The vessel will then be de-ballasted and re-floated during high water and towed to a safe location.
The operation is contingent on weather, sea state and tidal forces.
A Temporary Exclusion Zone (TEZ) has been extended to 1,000 meters around the casualty due to the
increased activity around the vessel once salvage operations commence.
The U.K. MAIB has commenced an investigation into the accident.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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4 undocumented Indian crew members rescued from oil tanker
Four 'undocumented' Indian crew members of an Iran-bound merchant ship have been rescued by
immigration officials during a check after it docked here and its captain arrested on charges of trying to
hide them, police said today. The four crew members, including one from Tamil Nadu, were found kept
hidden in the engine room of the Panama-registered crude oil carrier RISE DIGNITY when immigration
officials searched the vessel yesterday reportedly after a tip-off by a relative of one of them, they said.
The vessel with 40 crew members, including the four Indians, arrived at the port on its voyage from
Dubai in United Arab Emirates to Iran. Captain of the ship Pavan Kumar, who allegedly did not include
the names of four in the list of crew members and tried to hide them from Immigration officials, had been
arrested, the police said. R Prakash of Cuddalore in Tamil Nadu, A Suresh Kumar from Andhra Pradesh,
Thejos Pukkot from Kerala and Punit from Uttar Pradesh were rescued and handed over to the Harbour
Police and later allowed to go (to home towns), according to police. According to a complaint filed by 24year old Prakash with police, he and other three Indians were 'cheated' by their Mumbai-based employer
and the captain and brought onboard the vessel. While working in vessel Rise Express, they were told by
their owner to work for bigger ship 'Rise Dignity' on June 2. They were cleaning oil tanks among other
works. They handed over their original travel documents, including passports, to Rise Dignity's Captain
Pavan Kumar. "When we learnt that our names were not in the list of crew members. We asked them and
all they said was they will manage... but the captain and other crew members hid us four in engine room
to avoid being caught," he said. They informed the immigration officials about the entire situation,
Prakash said in the complaint. Further investigation was on, police said. Source : Press Trust of India
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Use of drones in the shipping sector set to takeoff:
AGCS In its just published Safety And Shipping Review 2018, Allianz Global Corporate & Specialty
(AGCS) noted that this year saw the first successful ocean rescue of two swimmers in rough seas in
Australia by drone. A number of companies were developing drones for sea-based search and rescue
operations, as well as drones that can identify and warn swimmers of sharks. But drones were also finding
some interesting commercial applications, said AGCS. They were being used by class societies and
marine surveyors to physically examine ships and cargo, while loss adjusters were employing drones to
assess damage to vessels. Allianz had already used drones to assess marine claims, as well as property
claims in the aftermath of last year’s hurricanes and wildfires. Operators were using drones to assess the
condition of assets, such as oil rigs, pipelines and offshore turbines, reducing the need for risky human
inspections. In the North Sea, fishing vessels carrying drones were being used to undertake survey work
and environmental monitoring. Drones were likely to find many more uses in the maritime sector in the
years to come, some of which could help prevent or mitigate losses, according to Volker Dierks, Head of
Marine Hull Underwriting, AGCS Central & Eastern Europe. “Drones make it simpler and quicker to
examine a ship and its cargo, but it is easy to see how the technology could be used to assess
environmental pollution damage or observe shipping traffic in congested transit routes,” he said. For
example, drones could be used to carry out inspections of cargo tanks and holds, a risky task for crew.
Dangerous gases were a notable cause of fatalities at sea, where enclosed cargo holds many contain
noxious gases. Drones could also be employed to carry out inspections at height, assess the structural
integrity of a vessel or to monitor the loading of cargo Drones would also have an increasing role in
spotting and avoiding hazards at sea, said AGCS. EU NAVFOR’s anti-piracy naval mission had deployed
drones to monitor the coast of Somalia and search for pirate activity. “In the future we will see drones
used to avoid hazards at sea. For example, they could be used by ships sailing in Arctic and Baltic waters
to identify ice and show the route ahead,” Dierks said. Drones could also be used to assess damage,
helping to mitigate losses, avoid loss of life or limit any potential environmental impact. “If a vessel is
grounded or suffers a collision – such as striking a reef – the crew could use a drone to assess the
condition of the hull and the surroundings. This could allow for faster and more informed decisionmaking and reduce the impact of an incident,” said Dierks, noting that “if a captain has access to a drone
on board it could help limit or prevent a loss – it could be used to assess possible buckling on a vessel that
has sailed through heavy weather.” Source : insurancemarinenews
__________________________________________________________________________________
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ITIC successfully refutes negligence claim
International Transport Intermediaries Club (ITIC) reports that it has successfully defended a ship
manager against allegations of negligence made by a shipowner following the loss of a lifeboat
overboard.
The lifeboat was subsequently found drifting off the port of Naze, Japan, after the master of the vessel
had reported it missing. In view of the cost of deviating the ship to recover the lifeboat, compared to the
cost of replacing it, it was decided, in consultation with hull underwriters and the vessel's P&I club, to
abandon it. The P&I club arranged for the lifeboat's disposal through its correspondent in Japan.
The owner brought a claim against the ship manager for USD 90,000, which sum was moreover withheld
against fees and disbursements owed to the manager, alleging that the loss of the lifeboat had been caused
by the manager's gross negligence and mismanagement.
However, under the SHIPMAN 2009 management contract governing the relationship between the
parties, the owner had no right to set off a claim against what was owed to the manager. Neither could the
owner provide any evidence to support its claim that the ship manager had been negligent, let alone
grossly negligent.
A report into the incident concluded that it had not been possible to physically examine the release
mechanism of the lifeboat before arrangements for its disposal were made by the P&I club correspondent
in Japan. The lifeboat had successfully undergone its annual service and inspection six months
previously, however, and had been wire-lashed on board the vessel for added security.
ITIC advised the owner that, if the sum owed to the manager was not paid, interest would be applied, and
the ship would be arrested. The owner thereafter remitted the funds due, and nothing further was heard
about the lost lifeboat. Source UK P&I Club
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Shipping and Brexit – latest update
The London P&I Club this week announced that it is to set up a Cyprus subsidiary to ensure continued
access to trade in the EU in case Britain loses single market access.
"We have chosen Cyprus to establish our new post-Brexit EU subsidiary, and we are currently going
through the process of setting it up and obtaining the necessary license," London Club said in a statement.
The A Bilbrough & Co-managed club and Maritime London member is one of the 13 major global P&I
insurers and Europe accounts for over 60% of the group's activities. Other P&I clubs have already
announced moves to open subsidiaries in Ireland, the Netherlands and Luxembourg. Source UK P&I Club
_____________________________________________________________________________________

New galleries at National Maritime Museum
Four new galleries are set to open at London's National Maritime Museum in Greenwich this September.
The Museum, which holds the world's largest maritime collection, is undergoing a £12.6 million
redevelopment, will see its gallery space increased by 40 per cent. The new galleries will themed around
Tudor and Stuart Seafarers, Polar Worlds, Sea Things and Pacific Encounters. The museum already
features a Maritime London exhibition, looking at ships, docks, river life and commerce from 1700 to
today.
For more information visit www.rmg.co.uk
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Derbyshire Submariners Newsletter Trade Journal 226 August 2018
The latest August Issue is now available on our web site on the direct link
http://www.godfreydykes.info/TJ%20226%20August%202018.pdf
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Photos: K-Line Car Carrier Aground Off Sweden
http://gcaptain.com/photos-k-line-car-carrier-aground-offsweden/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCapta
in.com%29&goal=0_f50174ef03-99d9dd3630-139894965&mc_cid=99d9dd3630&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Drones & Shipping What Think You?
Drone inspection of the inner topside of a ballast tank by
RIMS BV saved a customer up to USD 40.000,- by
avoiding tank cleaning and 4 days of work building and
removing scaffolding. Just a 20 minute flight to proof the
repairs on the outside did not damage the coating on the
inside of the tank was sufficient. For inquiries contact
David Knukkel, www.rims-bv.com ; +31629022439
_____________________________________________________________________________________

MID SUMMER RYA START YACHTING ACADEMY
DUE TO LATE CANCELLATION - NOW JUST £199!
29/07/2018 - 2/8/2018
12 - 15 year olds
Inverkip - Inverkip
£199 + Travel Insurance
This Mid-Summer RYA Start Yachting week is the ideal starter voyage which provides you with an introduction to
sail cruising on an intimate yacht with up to 8 voyage crew members.
You will learn the fundamental aspects of sailing whilst working towards your RYA Start Yachting qualification.
By the end of the voyage you will have experienced steering a yacht, sail handling, ropework and be aware of
safety on board.
Don't miss out - BOOK NOW!

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Saudi Arabia Suspends Oil Exports Through Bab-el-Mandeb Strait After
Houthi Attacks
By Rania El Gamal DUBAI, July 26 (Reuters) – Saudi Arabia said on Thursday it was suspending oil
shipments through a strategic Red Sea lane after Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthis attacked two tankers in
the waterway, underscoring the risk of an escalation in tensions in the region.
Brent futures rose 19 cents to $74.12 a barrel by 1305 GMT, extending their rally into a third day but
slipping from a 10-day high in earlier trading.
Saudi Arabia and arch-foe Iran have been locked in a three-year proxy war in Yemen, which lies on one
side of the Bab al-Mandeb strait at the southern mouth of the sea, one of the most important trade routes
for oil tankers heading from the Middle East to Europe.
The Houthis, who have previously threatened to block the strait, said on Thursday that they had the naval
capability to hit Saudi ports and other Red Sea targets. Iran has threatened to block another strategic
shipping route, the Strait of Hormuz.
Saudi Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih said the Houthis attacked two Saudi oil tankers in the Red Sea on
Wednesday, one of which sustained minimal damage.
“Saudi Arabia is temporarily halting all oil shipments through Bab al-Mandeb strait immediately until the
situation becomes clearer and the maritime transit through Bab al-Mandeb is safe,” he said.
Saudi crude exports through Bab al-Mandeb are estimated at around 500,000-700,000 barrels per day
(bpd), according to analysts and Reuters data. Most Gulf oil exports that transit the Suez Canal and
SUMED Pipeline pass through the strait.
The chairman of the Kuwait Oil Tanker Company said the country was studying whether to follow suit.
The powerful commander of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards Quds force, Qassem Soleimani, criticized the
U.S. role in the Red Sea.
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“The Red Sea, which was secure, is no longer secure with the American presence … (U.S. President
Donald) Trump should know that we are nation of martyrdom and that we await him,” Soleimani was
quoted as saying on Thursday.
Industry and shipping sources said the suspension was unlikely to impact Saudi crude supplies to Asia,
but could add shipping costs to Saudi vessels heading to Europe and the United States due to a longer
transit.
Traders said the suspension order was only for Saudi-owned vessels, so state-owned Saudi Aramco could
still charter foreign ships to move its crude.
Saudi Arabia also has a pipeline route to the city of Yanbu on the Red Sea keeping Europe and North
America well supplied — the 5-million-bpd Petroline.
The world’s largest oil exporter has kept its crude shipments flowing during previous regional conflicts,
including the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war when the two sides sought to disrupt each other’s oil exports in
what was known as the Tanker War.
The OPEC heavyweight, an important U.S. ally, has led a pact among oil producers to boost output to
cool the market after Trump imposed sanctions on Iran and criticized OPEC for high prices.
Saudi state media reported shortly after Falih’s announcement that the kingdom’s Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman chaired a meeting of the Political and Security Affairs Council but did not
mention what topics were discussed.
Saudi Arabia leads a coalition of Sunni Muslim Arab states which intervened in Yemen’s war in 2015 to
restore the internationally recognized government in exile and thwart what Riyadh sees as Tehran’s
expansionist ambitions in the region.
IRANIAN “FALLACY”
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates strongly backed Trump’s decision to quit a nuclear deal with
Iran. They accuse Iran of supplying the Houthis with weapons, including missiles, which the group and
Tehran deny.
The latest attack on Saudi oil tankers could strengthen the two Arab states’ position ahead of possible
U.N.-sponsored peace talks between Yemen’s warring parties, which aim to avoid an all-out assault on
Yemen’s main port city of Hodeidah.
The Western-backed military alliance launched an offensive on June 12 to wrest Hodeidah from the
Houthis in a bid to cut off the primary supply line of the movement, which holds the most populated areas
of Yemen including the capital Sanaa.
But the alliance did not make major gains and on July 1 it halted operations to give the United Nations a
chance to resolve the situation in Hodeidah and the wider conflict which has killed more than 10,000
people.
“The only way forward is to get Hodeidah. What we are planning to do is give diplomacy every possible
chance to secure that,” Anwar Gargash, the UAE’s minister of state for foreign affairs, said in London.
The United Nations fears that cutting off Hodeidah may trigger a famine in the impoverished country
where around 8.4 million people are believed to be on the verge of starvation and thousands are
struggling with diseases such as cholera and diphtheria.
The United Nations says the Houthis have offered to hand over management of the port to the world
body, but the Saudi-led coalition says that the Houthis must quit the western coast.
One of the coalition’s main justifications for intervening in Yemen was to protect shipping routes such as
the Red Sea. It has said it foiled previous attacks there in April and May.
The Bab al-Mandeb strait is only 18 miles (28.97 km) wide, making hundreds of ships potentially an easy
target. The U.S. Energy Information Administration said an estimated 4.8 million bpd of crude oil and
products flowed through it in 2016.
Falih’s statement said the two Very Large Crude Carriers (VLCCs) attacked were operated by Saudi
shipping company Bahri , which identified the damaged vessel as the Arsan. (Additional reporting by
Aziz El Yaakoubi, Hesham Hajali, Florence Tan and Jonathan Saul Writing by Ghaida Ghantous Editing
by Sonya Hepinstall)
(c) Copyright Thomson Reuters 2018.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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There are Yachts and Yachts -

The Dutch-built brand-new superyacht ANNA in the seaport of Den Helder, Photo : Paul Schaap ©
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Quick, Heavy Rolling Led to Loss of Containers from YM Efficiency Off
Australia, ATSB Finds
http://gcaptain.com/quick-heavy-rolling-led-to-loss-of-containers-from-ym-efficiency-off-australia-atsbfinds/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCaptain.
com%29&goal=0_f50174ef03-ef9a7b14ae-139894965&mc_cid=ef9a7b14ae&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
Marine safety investigations & reports
Investigation title
Loss of containers overboard involving YM Efficiency, off Newcastle, NSW, on 1 June 2018

Investigation number: 344-MO-2018-008
https://www.atsb.gov.au/publications/investigation_reports/2018/mair/344-mo-2018-008/
_____________________________________________________________________________________

U.S. Navy Seeks $30 Million to Fix Gear That Hobbled its New
Gerald R. Ford Supercarrier
By Tony Capaccio (Bloomberg) — The Navy is asking Congress to shift $30 million from other accounts
to start repairing a damaged gear on the service’s costliest warship, the Gerald R. Ford aircraft carrier.
The request for funds to repair the $13 billion carrier is part of a Pentagon package asking congressional
approval to shift $4.7 billion in previously approved Army, Air Force and Navy funding into new
programs or higher-priority projects. The package must be approved by all four congressional defense
committees, where it’s pending.
The $30 million is needed to pay for repairs to the propulsion-system gear while the carrier’s builder,
Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc., “seeks compensation from the original manufacturer for warranty
defects,” Naval Sea Systems spokesman William Couch said in an email.
The Ford was forced to return to port after the failure in January of a “main thrust bearing” that’s a key
propulsion system component. It returned to sea after the damage was contained. The defective gear was
the result of “machining errors” by a General Electric Co. unit, according to Navy documents. Full repairs
will take place during the vessel’s current yearlong shakeout period.
“We continue to work with appropriate stakeholders to support resolution of this situation,” Huntington
Ingalls spokeswoman Beci Brenton said in an email. GE spokesman Perry Bradley said in an email that
the company “continues to work closely” with Huntington Ingalls and the Navy to resolve the issue.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Watch This Boat Get Tossed by a Huge Wave
http://gcaptain.com/watch-this-boat-get-tossed-backwards-by-a-hugewave/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCaptain.
com%29&goal=0_f50174ef03-ef9a7b14ae-139894965&mc_cid=ef9a7b14ae&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Club have received the following NATO request for ship operators to
report any instances of GPS or AIS interference in the Mediterranean.
QUOTE Classification: NATO UNCLASSIFIED
Ladies and Gentlemen,
NATO is concerned about Cyber Security in the Mediterranean. In the last months several electronic
interferences have been detected, particularly GPS and AIS interference and also possible GPS jamming
in the Eastern Mediterranean region.
Additional reporting is requested by NATO MARCOM in order to construct a comprehensive picture of
this activity and thereby assess the impact in the maritime domain. The NSC remains the point of contact
for merchant vessels and shipping companies.
Please report as follows:
/1/DTG (DATE TIME GROUP)/UNIT LAT/ LONG POSITION AT REPORTING TIME//
/2/TRACK WHILE OBSERVING INTERFERENCES/FROM LAT/LONG-TO LAT/ LONG//
/3/DURATION WHILE OBSERVING INTERFERENCES- START AND END TIME//
/4/INTEFERENCE TYPE (SYSTEMS AFFECTED AND HOW)//
/5/ASSESED DIRECTION OR COVERAGE AREA OF INTERFERENCE//
/6/NAVIGATION – SECONDARY MODES OF NAVIGATION USAGE AND ACCURACY VS GPS
SYSTEMS//
/7/COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS AFFECTED
/8/OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF OBSERVATIONS – PROVIDE FREE TEXT COMMENT ON THE
EVENT AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT CAN BE CONSIDERED INTERESTING.
Point of contact:
NATO Shipping Centre, Atlantic Building, Northwood Headquarters
E-mail info@shipping.nato.int Telephone +44 (0) 1923-956574 Fax +44 (0) 1923-956575
UNQUOTE
Source: UK P&I Club
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Cosco Reports Cyberattack at its U.S. Operations
On Wednesday, Chinese shipping conglomerate Cosco reported that its American shoreside operations
have been hit by a ransomware cyber attack. The incident occurred Tuesday, and it affected the firm's
email and phone systems at a selection of sites in the United States, including its Pier J terminal at the
Port of Long Beach. Cosco said in a statement that its vessel operations and its business systems are
performing properly. "Except for above regions affected by the network problem, the business operation
within all other regions will be recovered very soon. The business operations in the affected regions are
still being carried out, and we are trying best to make a full and quick recovery. We will keep you
updated of the latest progress through various channels," Cosco said in a notice to customers. As of
Wednesday morning, the website for Cosco's U.S. division was still down. The attack on Cosco did not
appear to have the same degree of impact as the "Not-Petya" ransomware incident at Maersk Lines and
Maersk's APM Terminals division last year. It took the leading maritime logistics firm nearly one month
to restore all of its customer-facing electronic services, and the total financial impact of the attack was
estimated at about $250 million. "Not-Petya" was far from the only recent attack on a maritime firm.
Maersk's Svitzer subsidiary suffered an attack on the email system at its Australian division last May, and
the security breach continued undiscovered for nearly 10 months. Last November, leading British
shipping services firm Clarkson reported a cyberattack via a single employee user account, which
required the firm to notify affected customers. Source : MAREX
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Salvors Refloat Grounded Freighter Off Scotland
On Wednesday, a joint salvage team refloated the freighter PRISCILLA, one week after she went
aground near Duncansby Head, a rocky point at the far northern tip of Scotland. At 0330 hours on July
18, the UK Coastguard received a report that the Priscilla had gone aground on the Pentland Skerries, a
series of rocky islands five nm to the northeast of Duncansby Head. An RNLI lifeboat team and two tugs
responded to the scene, but their initial attempt to refloat the ship was unsuccessful. The Priscilla
remained hard aground with the crew safely on board while the owner and the authorities made plans for
a larger-scale salvage effort. Late last week, the ship's owner contracted with three companies - Ardent,
Multraship and Wagenborg - to spearhead a refloat attempt. The government's incident coordinator, Hugh
Shaw, said that the area is well known for strong tides, and suggested that it was important not to delay in
proceeding with a refloat. On Tuesday, salvors completed an effort to remove 28 tonnes of marine gas oil
from the Priscilla's tanks. 15 tonnes were left aboard for the vessel's own use, along with four tonnes of
solidified HFO and two tonnes of lubricating oil. The team also lightered off 1,350 tonnes of her cargo of
fertilizer onto a barge, which transferred it to sheltered water for transloading onto another vessel. To
carry out this plan of action, the team deployed eight vessels to the scene - the MULTRATUG 20,
MULTRASALVOR 3, MULTRASLAVOR 4, WAGENBORG BARGE 14, freighter ALANA EVITA,
FORTH GUARDSMAN, FORTH TROJAN and SPRUCELIGHT. With lightening and de-fueling
complete, the salvors scheduled a refloat attempt for a high tide at 2200 hours local time on July 25. The
PRISCILLA came off the rocks at 2100 hours, and an initial assessment showed that she could be safely
towed to a sheltered anchorage at Scapa Flow in the Orkney Isles. Where the vessel arrived and will
undergo a full dive inspection. Source : MAREX
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Naval Dome CEO Itai Sela comments on COSCO cyber-attack
“Reports that cyber hackers have successfully attacked COSCO Shipping Line’s Long Beach customer
service centre, is very worrying indeed. While COSCO shut down its connections as a precautionary
measure, we have to emphasise that ships are not islands, they are not self-contained units. This is a
mistaken belief. Shore- and ship-operations are cyberconnected. If shore-based and ship-based IT systems
are linked, it could open a gateway to the COSCO ships, leaving them highly susceptible to an attack.
Vessels do not need to be attacked directly but an attack can arrive via the company’s shore-based IT
systems and very easily penetrate the ships’ critical OT systems. Although COSCO has been quick to
respond to this hack, the virus may have been dormant for some time, so I would not be surprised if other
systems – shore- and ship-based systems – have been breached. This kind of attack could spread through
the entire fleet and its consequences might be devastating, and certainly costly, especially in terms of
insurance. We strongly recommend to whoever discovered the attack, to thoroughly verify the breach has
been contained and has not infected any ships in the COSCO fleet. This cyber-attack, like the Maersk
attacks last year, will no doubt send shockwaves throughout the industry and encourage board members
to take immediate, effective protection. Regulators need to implement workable rules and guidelines to
help this vitally important global industry defend itself properly.”
_____________________________________________________________________________________

True Facts About the CuttleFish
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDwOi7HpHtQ&feature=youtu.be
_____________________________________________________________________________________

11 November, Cenotaph, London
After the Veterans Parade, at 12.30 hours, a Civilians Parade past the Cenotaph is being organised by HM
Government to mark the centenary of the end of World War I.
Details are available on https://armistice100.org.uk/.
There will be a ballot for tickets see: https://armistice100.seetickets.com/event/a-nation-s-thank-you/themall/1246869
Regards,
Tim
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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NTSB: Towboat pilot in grounding failed to identify charted hazard
The following is a marine accident brief from the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB):
At 2342 local time on July 8, 2017, the
uninspected towing vessel ERIC
HANEY ran aground on a submerged
portion of an erosion-control dike
while pushing 15 empty barges upriver
on the Upper Mississippi River by
Cairo, Ill., at mile marker (mm) 13.4.1
All crewmembers climbed aboard one
of the empty barges without any
ERIC HANEY is shown partially sunk in the Upper
reported injuries. The towboat and
Mississippi River near Cairo, Ill.
barges were freed by the current,
drifted downriver, and were pushed into the opposite bank by another towboat at mm 9.7. ERIC HANEY
partially sank. Minimal oil sheening was observed after the sinking. Damage to the vessel was estimated
at $4.3 million. The National Transportation Safety Board determines that the probable cause of the
grounding and subsequent sinking of ERIC HANEY was the pilot’s failure to identify a charted
navigation hazard (erosion-control dike) during towing operations. Source : professional Mariner
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Pirates target six container vessels in first half of 2018
Six container vessels were victims of piracy attacks or attempted attacks in the first half of 2018,
one less compared to the same period in 2017.
Two attempted attacks occurred off the coast of Nigeria as vessels were steaming. The remaining four
vessels were either berthed or anchored in the Philippines, Ecuador, Antigua and Barbuda or Cyprus, and
all ships bar that in Cyprus were boarded. The International Maritime Bureau (IMB), a branch of the
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), reported a total of 107 incidents in the first six months of
2018, with 69 vessels boarded, 23 attempted attacks, 11 vessels fired upon and four vessels hijacked. No
vessels were reported as hijacked in the second quarter of the year. Pottengal Mukundan, IMB director,
said: “The 2018 figures aptly demonstrate the value of timely and transparent reporting. The reports help
to focus on risk areas, and to accurately inform vessels of evolving dangers and allow authorities to
deliver an effective response.” The Gulf of Guinea, found off Africa’s west coast, remains the ocean’s
most dangerous area. One container vessel was fired upon by pirates, while all 25 reported kidnappings
occurred in area across six separate incidents. As a region, the Gulf of Guinea accounts for 46 of 107
incidents, with Nigeria recording 31 of those – more than any other country.
Source : container management
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Relatives authorized to visit the grave of Argentine Submariner buried in
South Georgia - 28 July 2018: Buenos Aires:
According to reports in the Buenos Aires media. The Family of Suboficial Felix Artuso the only
Argentine Submariner killed and buried in South Georgia during the 1982 South Atlantic conflict will
soon be able to visit their father's grave in Grytviken, with the permission of the British Government.
Felix Artuso was chief engineer of the ARA Santa Fe, a second world war former US Navy Guppy
submarine, which in early April 1982 was instructed to head from its base in Mar del Plata to South
Georgia, to assist with the landing of a group of Argentine marines expected to secure the islands. The
Falkland Islands had already been invaded and occupied by Argentine forces on April 2nd.
Under Captain Horacio Bicain, with four torpedoes and sufficient supplies for the route but with obsolete
batteries that limited submerging time, ARA Santa Fe finally arrived in South Georgia. Surprised by the
unexpected British deployment, she was rapidly detected, and a Wessex helicopter forced her to surface
after dropping two depth charges. This was followed by two Sea Lynx helicopters that straddled the
submarine as she limped towards the only jetty in Grytviken. As a result of the brief action an Argentine

25

The

MNA CIRCULAR 2018-14
31st July 2018

Pulse

sailor had to have a leg amputated and chief engineer Artuso's Seiko watch was hit by shrapnel, stopping
at 05:43 of 25 April 1982.
The Argentines surrendered, and the British wanted the submarine out of the only jetty, fearing what
could happen with a combination of fully charged torpedoes, gases and recharged batteries. Two Royal
Navy vessels were also in the combat theatre, HMS Antrim under Captain Brian Young and Captain John
Coward, Commander of HMS Brilliant, with experience in submarines.
Six Argentine crew members, under the custody of Royal marines, were ordered to move out the
submarine, and Coward warned Artuso not to attempt scuttling the vessel. Somehow ARA Santa Fe
moved away but then began listing, and while Artuso tried with the pumps to bring her back to level, the
Royal Marine panicked and started to shout “we're sinking! we're sinking!” and emptied his gun into the
chief engineer. Minutes later the submarine stabilized, and did not sink, Artuso had managed to control
her but had been shot dead. Artuso was buried with full
military honors by the Royal Navy in the same burial
ground where the remains of Ernest Shackleton rest,
but his family have never been able to visit the grave.
In the thirty-six years since, his wife, sister and mother
passed away and despite all their efforts and pleading to
Argentine authorities in Mar del Plata and Buenos
Aires, nothing happened. Besides the watch given to
the family by the returning crew of the ARA Santa Fe
and a picture of the grave, there was no other memory.
In a last effort and following on the recent humanitarian
Photo curtesy of IWM
process to identify remains in the Argentine military
cemetery in the Falklands, and the resulting visit of the
next of kin to the Islands, the Artuso family addressed a letter to the British embassy which received an
immediate reply. Current Ambassador Mark Kent
contacted the family and said he would personally
address the issue and anticipated there would be no
impediments for such a humanitarian visit. However
the big challenge is logistics and funding, since South
Georgia is some 1.400 miles east of Argentina, has no
airport, and the three siblings, all of them, as their
father, working for the navy in Mar del Plata, do not
have the resources to fund such a trip. Apparently
sometime this coming week Ambassador Kent will be
meeting Maria Teresa Kralikas, Under Secretary for
Malvinas, Antarctica and South Atlantic Islands
affairs in the Argentine foreign ministry, to consider
the situation.
NOTE: There are several Cruise ships engaged in
trips to Antarctica, Falkland Islands and South Georgia. Surely these companies can make a humanitarian
gesture via the British Embassy in Buenos Aires, in support of the Artuso Family, who live in Mar Del
Plata and bring them to South Georgia to visit their Father’s Grave.
https://www.elsnorkel.com/2015/04/historia-de-la-muerte-y-conmemoracion-felix-artuso.html
http://www.irishseamensrelativesassociation.com/Felix_Artuso.htm
Edited Extract: Merco Press:
Photo: On the 25 February 2015, during their visit to Grytviken Cemetery, South Georgia, Captain Artur
Krystosik and crew of S/Y Isfuglen visited the grave of Suboficial Primero Felix Artuso, ARA Sante
Fe, and placed a poppy wreath on behalf of the Irish Seamen's Relatives Association (1939-46) and a
commemorative plaque on behalf of the Artuso family in Mar del Plata on the grave of their father Felix
RIP (Requiescat in pace).
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Contaminated Bunker Fuel Clogging Ship Engines in Singapore -Surveyor
July 27, 2018 by Reuters
By Roslan Khasawneh SINGAPORE, July 27 (Reuters) –
Contaminated marine fuel that clogs and damages ship
engines has been found in Singapore, the world’s largest ship
refuelling hub, according to sources and an alert sent to
clients by a marine fuel surveying company.
Singapore-based marine fuel surveyor and consulting firm
Maritec Pte Ltd warned clients this week that six samples of
ship fuel sold in Singapore had “resulted in severe sludging at
centrifuges, clogged pipelines, overwhelmed fuel filters”.
The Singapore findings follow reports of more than 100
Photo: joyfull / Shutterstock
vessels that loaded similarly contaminated fuel in the U.S.
Gulf Coast, Panama and the Dutch Antilles earlier this year,
said the alert notice, provided to Reuters by a Singapore-based bunker fuels trader.
Now the problem fuel has made its way to Asia.
“The test results of the Singapore samples seems to point to both “Estonian type oil shale” and “U.S. type
fracked shale oil” being sold into Singapore, the surveyor said.
“Fuels from Singapore are exported to all ASEAN countries and even all the way to Hong Kong. It
should be therefore be expected that the whole region will be affected,” Maritec said.
Contaminated marine fuels can cause costly damage to ship engines, and many of the vessels that took on
the tainted batches earlier this year required extensive flushing and repair before being put back to work,
four trade sources said.
Singapore-based traders of marine fuel, or bunker fuel, say the contaminated fuels are hard to detect
because they pass industry standards but contain compounds not usually tested for.
Some U.S. fuel oil products have been coming into Singapore recently, and more should be arriving in
August, said a Singapore-based bunker fuel trader.
The shipments had “high levels of styrene and phenols along with other plastic related compounds,” he
said.
The Singapore Maritime and Port Authority said it could not immediately respond to a request for
comment.
At least two cargoes of the contaminated fuel oil of to 270,000 tonnes each, were shipped into Singapore
over the past month, and have contributed to a spike in bunker prices as the availability of onspecification fuels has tightened, the trade sources said.
The first problem sample in Asia emerged on April 13 in Port Kelang in Malaysia, and resulted in a “dead
ship” that had to be towed back to port from off the coast of Vietnam with all fuel pumps damaged, said
the Maritec alert.
“The problem fuel fully met the ISO8217:2005 specifications in all respects but was found to contain
chemicals not from petroleum refining,” Maritec said. (Reporting by Roslan Khasawneh; Editing by Tom
Hogue)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

NTSB’s Initial Review of Video Recordings Reveal Duck Boat Captain Was
Monitoring Storm
http://gcaptain.com/ntsbs-initial-review-of-video-recordings-reveal-duck-boat-captain-was-monitoringstorm/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCaptain
.com%29&goal=0_f50174ef03-d740a6652f-139894965&mc_cid=d740a6652f&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hybrid Power Choices on the Increase for Maritime
The American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) is an industry leader in providing guidance for the safer
development and deployment of hybrid power and supports its adoption with a strategy that focusses on
the three areas of use covering storage, distribution, and generation. This strategy began with the
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establishment of the Advisory on Hybrid Electric Power Systems in February 2017 and continued with
the Lithium Battery Guide in May 2017. The Advisory on Hybrid Electric Power Systems takes a
measurable approach to evaluating potential advantages and disadvantages, challenges and level of
readiness for the primary hybrid energy storage and generation systems, and components most suited for
marine and offshore applications.
Supercapacitor Guide
The most recent addition to the publication series was the Supercapacitor Guide in November 2017. Use
of supercapacitors is of increased interest when fast energy delivery is required during a peak power
condition, such as when using thrusters. ABS produced the Guide to provide requirements and reference
standards to facilitate effective installation and operation of on-board supercapacitors. Its purpose is to
establish safety guidelines for owners, operators, shipyard builders, designers, and manufacturers. The
Supercapacitor Guide delineates types of supercapacitors, including electrochemical capacitors and
lithium-ion capacitors, and subsequently defines requirements for design, construction, and installation of
supercapacitors in marine and offshore applications. As a commercialised energy storage device,
supercapacitors have a high-power density and a fast charging and discharging process to augment other
power sources and can greatly improve the efficiency of traditional energy sources. This technology is
continuously evolving with respect to materials and design. As such, alternative arrangements or new
supercapacitor technologies can be considered provided it can be demonstrated, either by service
experience or a systematic analysis based on sound engineering principles, that they meet the overall
safety standards of the Guide and abs rules.
The Future of Hybrid PowerSolutions
When we look into the wider future of hybrid power solutions for shipping, we can foresee a growing
interest in applications that are achievable today and in those that will be possible in the future. As
supercapacitors provide high density short-term power, they could for instance be used to start up a
generator or motor on a vessel, which could consequently draw auxiliary power from lithium-ion batteries
for the majority of its voyage. These combinations of energy storage technologies provide significant
advantages for hybrid deployments. A ship with hybrid power approaching an ECA could switch from
some of its conventional generators and use batteries for a planned time period Hybrid power could also
be used to improve overall efficiency of auxiliary installations. Instead of the practice of inefficiently
running two generators at 50% load, it is possible to run one at 80% and keep a ‘spinning reserve’ of
hybrid power, reducing the overall fuel consumption while also reducing wear on generators. Current
hybrid installations tend to be retrofits to existing vessels to create an OPEXbenefit. In the future, vessel
designers could conceivably replace some generator capacity with hybrid power, requiring fewer units
and thus creating a CAPEX reduction.
Appropriate Risk Assessment
Power management systems coupled with battery and capacitor management systems alsoprovide an
appropriate safety layer for vessel perations. Because the typical operating environment in the maritime
industry will differ from that considered when a supercapacitor system was originally designed, ABS
would normally recommend a review of the environmental and operational aspects prior to adoption A
key variable in energy storage planning is an appropriate risk assessment. This assessment supports the
development of proper safety measures and is also used to confirm safeguards and reassure crew that they
can perform their regular tasks in proximity to a containerised supercapacitor installation.
Alternative Energy
Sources Ferries making short runs can already be all-electric powered, with rapid charging technology
enabling them to maintain planned passage speed and use fast re- recharging in port to prepare for the
return journey The ABS hybrid power publication strategy continues in 2018 with the release of its next
guide, covering DC Power Distribution. Our future work will also focus on energy generation from
alternative sources, including fuel cells, wind and solar power andtheir application in the maritime
industry. Source: ABS
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Port state control to focus on ship emissions
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Ross Murdoch: Delay of Royal Navy ships puts defence of nation at risk
ROSS MURDOCH Published: 10:48 Thursday 26 July 2018
Following the UK Government’s decision to delay
ordering five new Royal Navy frigates – saying it
had received no viable bids – Ross Murdoch, of the
GMB union, argues that the defence of this country
should not be a “cut-price race to the bottom”. This
is a real body blow to many shipbuilding workers
and their families the length and breadth of the UK.
Some are already seeing significant redundancies as
the carrier programme runs down, while others are in
shipyards with a distinct lack of future orders,
meaning they will see nothing but a gloomy future
ahead. Depending on which consortium would have
been successful, these ships potentially could have
The Royal Navy's new aircraft carrier HMS Queen
brought work in Scotland on the Clyde and at
Elizabeth is guarded by two frigates, HMS
Rosyth, to yards in Devon and Cornwall, to
Sutherland and HMS Iron Duke (Picture: PA)
Liverpool, Belfast and potentially other areas. We
have previously had the disappointment of the
cancellation of the world-class frigate factory on the Clyde, the reduction from 13 Type 26 frigates down
to eight – then the promise of the other five being replaced with five Type 31e’s – only for this now to be
paused due to insufficient bids and competition. READ MORE: Scottish MPs brand Royal Navy frigate
delay ‘utterly shocking’ Is our sovereign defence capability this Government’s priority, or Treasury
budget-setting? There are suggestions that the Ministry of Defence is playing hardball with the competitor
companies who submitted bids under the £250 million cap per ship set by Government. However, if this
is the Government line, GMB would point to industry commentators who have long argued this cap
ranges from at best tight, to at worst completely unrealistic. GMB has long argued that the defence of our
nation should not form part of any cut-price race to the bottom. Talk about a renaissance in shipbuilding
and the steady drumbeat of rhetoric about orders from this Government are proving to be hollow words as
far as our members are concerned. Add to this the ill-thought-out Government decision to put the three
Fleet Solid Support (FSS) ships out to international tender, particularly given the shambles over Brexit,
and it all adds up to a view within shipbuilding and steel communities that this Government cares little for
their futures. Source: the Scotsman
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Hurtigruten Museum
For more than 100 years, Hurtigruten has been
an integral part of life in northern Norway, tying
cities and communities together, carrying goods
and people over the nations number one
highway: The ocean. The Hurtigruten Museum
has found its natural location in Stokmarknes,
the very city where founder of Hurtigruten,
Richard With, lived and worked. The
Hurtigruten Museum offers a journey through
changing times, and lets you see these mighty
ships from different sides: from mail and
The former 1956 built Hurtigruten unit FINNMARKEN as
stateroom, through loading and unloading,
part of the Hurtigruten museum in Stokmarknes in Norway.
safety and navigation. The landlocked
Photo : Henk de Winde ©
Hurtigruten ship M/S FINNMARKEN is the
worlds biggest museum artefact, and is open to visitors all year round during business hours. Visit this
classic ship, with its stately interior and rich history.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Merchant Navy Muster Day. - Reunion at Cleethorpes #1
This event is for all Serving or Ex Merchant Navy Seamen. The Venue is next to Cleethorpes Railway
Station and close to cheap... Merchant Navy Muster Day
This event is for all Serving or Ex Merchant Navy Seamen. The
Venue is next to Cleethorpes Railway Station and close to cheap
local B&B's. If you fancy a day full of Lantern Swinging, Laughter,
a Maritime quiz, and a good old Sing Song then come and join us.
11 May 2019 - 12 May 2019
11 May 2019 at 13:00 to 12 May 2019 at 01:00 pin
3 Station Road. Cleethorpes. DN 35 8AY
https://www.facebook.com/events/1325917520877224/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%224%22%2C%22fe
ed_story_type%22%3A%22370%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22null%22%7D

_____________________________________________________________________________________

220 ships dismantled worldwide in Apr-June 2018
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hapag-Lloyd Releases Statement Following Polar Bear Incident
Hapag-Lloyd Cruises released a statement on Sunday morning following a weekend incident that
left a polar bear dead in Spitsbergen. The statement is as follows:
This Saturday on a trip ashore in Spitsbergen during a
BREMEN cruise an accident occurred: a polar bear guard
- an expert employed by the cruise line - was attacked on
land by a polar bear. The guard suffered head injuries,
however, he was responsive after the attack and was
airlifted. He is out of danger, with no threat to life. In an
act of self-defence, unfortunately, it was necessary for the
polar bear to be shot dead. We very much regret this
incident. Hapag-Lloyd Cruises is very aware of its
responsibility when travelling in environmentally-sensitive
areas and respects all nature and wildlife. To illustrate the situation: Spitzbergen is a large geographical
area, about one and a half times the size of Denmark. Landings are possible only in a few places; these
are not there to serve the purpose of polar bear observation, on the contrary: polar bears are only observed
from aboard ships, from a safe distance. To prepare for a shore leave, the polar bear guards go ashore in
advance after sighting the landing site as a group and without passengers. They then set up a land station
and check the area again to make sure that there are no polar bears in sight. As soon as such an animal
approaches, the shore leave would be stopped immediately. The incident occurred when the four-person
polar bear guard team, who are always on board for these expedition cruises as required by law, prepared
for a shore leave. One of the guards was unexpectedly attacked by a polar bear that had not been spotted
and he was unable to react himself. As the attempts of the other guards to evict the animal, unfortunately,
were not successful, there had to be intervention for reasons of self-defense and to protect the life of the
attacked person. The injured person was immediately provided with medical care and flown to a hospital
with a rescue helicopter. We are in personal, direct contact with him. His condition is stable and he
remains responsive. Hapag-Lloyd Cruises has worked comprehensively and co-operatively with the
Norwegian authorities to reconstruct and clarify the incident on the ground and will continue to do so.
Hapag-Lloyd Cruises has been traveling to these destinations for many years with an experienced crew.
The cruise operator is respected in the destinations as a responsible partner and the experts actively
inform the guests about the appropriate behavior required in these areas. We are extremely sorry that this
incident has happened. Source: cruiseindustrynews
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Zim-2M Asia-US East Coast tie-up will cut their capacity 18.4pc: Alphaliner
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MIRAGE PHOTO

Future of TESO in the year 2133 – Skyships Pilot Wagemakers and Texelwind pass each other above
Marsdiep – Photo Roel Ovinge Fotografie ©
_____________________________________________________________________________________

TANKERMEN
If once you were a Tankerman you recall those torrid days,
Of seamen at their best and worst in so many ways,
You steamed those tankers up the gulf to where the deserts meet,
To load the oil in Aberdan shimmering in the heat.
You sailed `em up the Red Sea or Maracaibo lakes,
Or out the port of Galveston in the southern states,
You may have worked for Esso or the British tanker fleet,
The tramps of John. I. Jacobs or the `T 2`s once elite.
With no domestic fridge, and air scoops made from drums,
Jaspers feeding nightly on old discarded crumbs,
A saucer for the butter for it melted right away,
Flying fish upon the deck at the dawn of day.
Tanker men were `nutters` in mariner’s folk lore,
Imprisoned in an `oil can` and rarely went ashore,
So it wasn’t so surprising they were characters or quaint,
Eccentric were the Pump men - as teetotallers they ain`t,
You’ll not forget cleaning tanks by `Butterworth` or `pigs`,
The daily tot of welcome rum and duty free the cigs,
But Tankermen were seamen and knew the ruddy score,
Convinced the truly madmen were them that toiled ashore.
Joe Earl
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Getting a Gun
Yesterday I got my permit to carry a concealed weapon.
So, today I went over to the local Gun shop to get a 9mm handgun for home/personal protection.
When I was ready to pay for the pistol and ammo, the cashier said, - "Strip down, facing me."
Making a mental note to complain to the government about gun control wackos running amok, I
did just as she had instructed.
When the hysterical shrieking and alarms finally subsided, I found out she was referring to how I
should place my credit card in the card reader!
As a senior citizen, I do not get flustered often, but this time it took me a while to get my
pants back on.
I've been asked to shop elsewhere in the future. They need to make their instructions to seniors a
little more clear.
I still don't think I looked that bad! I just need to wear underwear more often.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

If walking is good for your health, the postman would be immortal.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
That’s all from me now folks.
Good Health, Fair Winds and Calm Seas. Take Care.
Yours Aye,
Malcolm
Malcolm Mathison
National Vice-Chairman
Merchant Navy Association
Tel: 01472 277 266 Mob: 07831 622 312 Email: R546060@aol.com
www.mna.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1135661
If you do not wish to receive these eNewsletters in future, please reply to this email stating
“Unsubscribe”
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